No man could be head-man in the village, nor sergeant
to a troop unless he could dance. I'd like to make it a
rule in life," he said. "Don't you think we ought to
make Patriarchs dance before we raise them to the
Patriarchate?"

"Sir," Sosthenes said, "it might not do to have
Patriarchs under thirty."

"Still," Justinian said, "you would admit dancing into
ritual?"

"Indeed I would; why not? You have David, and the
universal testimony of the past. God must be worshipped
with rhythms."

"They do it in the East/' the Emperor said. "I've seen
'em dancing to their gods. It's very pagan."

"We could find something Christian," Sosthenes said.

However, the Emperor was off on another topic now.

"You've all just come from Antioch," he said. "Now,
my dark young Dacian," he said, turning to Theodora,
"what are the Persians up to? What was said in the
bazaars, hey?"

"I was not in the bazaars," Theodora said. "I was only
two days there."

"I go a lot by what is said in bazaars," the Emperor
said. "I get these reports a yard long which I can't read;
, a word from the bazaar's worth ten of them.  What's
said in Antioch Bazaar is what Chosroes  does next,
spring."

"I am sure that you heard two things," Justinian said;
"an expectation of war and a longing for peace."

"Yes," Theodora said. "What I did hear was that the
Persian King does most truly want peace with you; he
has troubles enough on his own borders to the north.
He only wants a real assurance that you won't attack
him on one side while he is fighting on the other. In the
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